What is claimed is: 



1 . AlL^ ril^ini.qt--Ar . ^ ant- -j fl-ft awi nr y PnTinpnn^nn ii ,, r mi ll er " 



Ci^inp^isiag an anticravingl effective amount of at least one 
alpha-pyrone compound having the structural formula in which 
Rl is a hydrog'en atom or a\i alkoxy radical having 1 to 4 
carbon atoms, R2 is a hydrcigen atom or a hydroxyl group, and 
R3 is an alkyl radical having from 1 to 4 carbon atoms or a 
styryl or phenethyl radical \optionally substituted by one or 
two methylenedioxy radicals hr one or two hydroxyl groups 
and/ or one or two alkoxy radicals having from 1 to 4 carbon 
atoms, with the proviso that, \when R2 is a hydroxyl group, 
then R3 is necessarily an unsupstituted phenethyl radical, 
with the &arfe«£© proviso that wl\en R3 is an alkyl radical 
having 1 to 4 carbon atoms, theft. Rl and R2 cannot both be 
hydrogen, in a physiologically acceptable carrier medium. 
2. The Gompos^io n as defined by\claim 1, wherein said alpha- 
pyrone compound is one or more of\ the alpha-pyrones found in 
the plant Piper me thysticum. 




3. A cxlcftpo- siti ' oi^ as defined by clap_m 1, comprising a pill 

4. A G £ > mpooition -a s defined by claim 1, comprising a gum. 




5. A cefflpnsi t ion as defined by cladjm 1, comprising a 
transdermal patch. 
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Q% 6. An orally actual nt- ^^mpnq^inn producing v alcohol like J. 

* ~ — — /; 



effects in a beverage designed to look and taste like an 
alcoholic beverage comprising an effective amount of at least 
one alpha-pyrone compound\ having the structural formula in 
which Rl is a hydrogen atom or an alkoxy radical having 1 to 4 
carbon atoms, R2 is a hydrogen atom or a hydroxyl group, and 
R3 is an alkyl radical having from 1 to 4 carbon atoms or a 
styryl or phenethyl radical \optionally substituted by one or 
two methylenedioxy radicals or one or two hydroxyl groups 
and/ or one or two alkoxy radicals having from 1 to 4 carbon 
atoms, with the proviso that, When R2 is a hydroxyl group, 
then R3 is necessarily an unsubfetituted phenethyl radical, 
with the further proviso that wtten R3 is an alkyl radical 
having 1 to 4 carbon atoms, then\Rl and R2 cannot both be 
hydrogen. * y 

7. A J^S^d±^±on as define^ by cla^ni 6, comprising a non- 
alcoholic beer. . % 

8. A ^ompcxs-ar^^ as\defined 55/ claim 6, comprising a non- 



alcoholic wine 




9. A composition - a s defined by c&aim 

\ 



comprising a non- 



alcoholic distilled spirit. 




\ 
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